Ballyduff/Ballinvella/Ballysaggart Comhaltas Notes

Antrim/Ballyduff Comhaltas Exchange this weekend
Next Friday night the 4th July, we will be welcoming our friends from the Glens of Antrim Comhaltas branch to Ballyduff. Hopefully, we will all turn out to welcome them as only the Ballyduff community can. Everyone is invited to meet in St. Michael’s Hall at 9pm on Friday night to form a welcome reception for the group of musicians from the North. After this, we will be heading down to the Log Cabin pub for a session of music where both groups can get to know each other. I’m sure we’ll have lots to compare, as just like us, they have also recently hosted their County Fleadh Cheoil. 
The group of 60 musicians hail from the beautiful area of Cushendall in Co. Antrim which has been designated an area of outstanding natural beauty, and just like our own branch, are committed to the traditions of Irish music, set-dancing and song. Of course, their own local traditions are different to our own in terms of the varieties of tunes that they play, as well as their local set called the Antrim square set. We’re delighted to be able to give the local kids this opportunity to extend their knowledge of dances and tunes, and hopefully they will take these on board. There will be plenty of opportunity to do so, as we will have workshops on Saturday the 5th July in the Hall. On Saturday morning at 11am-1pm, we will run a music workshop for the visiting musicians to teach them some of our tunes, and then from 2.30pm-4.30pm we will run a set-dancing workshop where we will teach each other the sets of our regions. Everyone is invited to attend this workshop, but please bear in mind that the times may be changed as a result of the possible hurling match between Antrim and Waterford on the Saturday, of which kick-off time has yet to be confirmed. No doubt both groups will be anxious to watch this match in the pub! 
Sunday will be a day of touring and rest, no doubt, for the Antrim group. But we will return again to the Log Cabin pub that night for a final session at 9.30pm. Don’t forget everybody, to bring your instruments and your dancing shoes for the whole weekend, so you can join in the sessions and craic!
This will be the first part of an exchange, which will then see a Ballyduff group visit Antrim for a weekend next October. The exchange would not be possible without the assistance of the Arts Council of Northern Ireland who have provided some funding through the “turas/journey” programme, and without the help of Margaret Graham who co-ordinated the Antrim group. So we are very grateful to them. For more information on this weekend or the exchange in general, contact Tom Hyland on 086-8208242. The weekend’s programme as it stands is:
Friday 4th July:    
9pm – Welcome reception for our Antrim friends in St. Michael’s Hall

9.30pm – Music session in The Log Cabin Pub, Ballyduff

Saturday 5th July: 
11am-1pm – whistle workshop in St. Michael’s Hall
11am-1pm – fiddle & accordion workshop in St. Michael’s Hall

2pm-3.30pm – whistle workshop in St. Michael’s Hall continued

2pm-3.30pm – fiddle & accordion workshop in St. Michael’s Hall continued

2.30pm-4pm - Set-dance workshop in St. Michael’s Hall

9.30pm – Music session in The Sibín pub, Ballyduff

Sunday 6th July:   
All day - Local tourism activities (for Antrim group)

9.30pm – Final music session in The Log Cabin, Ballyduff

                                            [image: image1.png]


      [image: image2.png]rarts
council

2chombhairle

ealaion




RTE’s Nationwide to visit “The Booley House”

Some of you may have spotted the recent visit of RTE’s Nationwide programme to the village. They were seen last week filming in the village, and attending the rehearsal for both “The Booley House” traditional Irish show and rehearsals of the ceilí bands preparing for the Munster Fleadh. They are expected to come calling again some Wednesday night of the show itself, as they are interested in recording the live event. Which night, however, has yet to be confirmed. The programme’s researchers were interested to know how a small village like Ballyduff has produced such a long-running tourist attraction through voluntary effort, as well as the fantastic talent that goes into it. We will be delighted to welcome them, and proud to show off our young musicians and dancers. This TV appearance comes hot on the heels of our recording with BBC TV Northern Ireland on the opening night of the show, when we were equally delighted to get the chance to show the rest of the country the level of talent in our Irish music, song and dance traditions. Watch this space for more information on this! Bookings for the show each Wednesday night in July and August can be made by ringing 058-54975.
